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NEWS RELEASE

Xcel Energy Media Relations

414 Nicollet Mall, 7th floor

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 215-5300

December 1, 2010
Lao Family Community gets free energy makeover
The Green Institute and Xcel Energy help non-profit save energy and money
WHAT:
The Green Institute and Xcel Energy are helping Lao Family Community Center achieve significant energy savings by offering the non-profit a free energy efficiency makeover. Xcel Energy began the program with a free energy assessment that identified various conservation measures to be implemented. The project will include installations of no-cost and low-cost energy improvements in addition to recommendations for larger investments that will reap additional savings. The goal is to achieve 15% energy savings. An energy efficiency workshop will educate the center’s employees about energy conservation, recycling and waste reduction. That information can in turn be relayed to Lao Family clients.
WHY:
The Green Institute and Xcel Energy are leading this effort to show the non-profit segment that energy efficiency is achievable and worth the investment as capital costs are often recouped in energy savings over a short period of time.  Implementing energy conservation measures reduces operating costs and those savings can be used elsewhere in the business. 
WHEN:     
Thursday, December 2

10:00 a.m.: Tours/information 

10:30 a.m.: Employee efficiency workshop

WHERE: 
Lao Family Community

320 West University Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55103

(651) 221-0069
- More -
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MORE:  
The Lao Family Community of Minnesota is a non-profit founded in 1977 dedicated to the well-being of the Hmong community in Minnesota.  They offer bilingual and bicultural services. The building is 70 years old and has undergone some significant energy related retrofits, including the installation of more energy efficient lighting (T-8) and a conversion from steam heating to a forced air system. However, the building still reflects the design of the 1940s with many single pane windows and other opportunities for energy savings.
Support for the project comes from many other community partners who are donating time or materials, including:
· Andersen Windows - donated windows for resource center
· Flannery Construction - installed windows

· Staco Energy - donated power factor correction unit

· Bavolak Electricity - installed power factor correction unit
· Owens Companies - reviewed heating systems and thermostats
· Honeywell - donated programmable thermostats

· Bruce Arnold Mechanical - installed programmable thermostats

· Energy Misers LLC - obtained LED lighting donation from Toshiba

· Eureka Recycling – provided recycling/composting assessment and community education
For more information about the project, please visit www.greeninstitute.org. For more information about Xcel Energy’s efficiency programs, please visit www.responsiblebynature.com.
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